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Why all this talk about the organ???
During the past couple of years there has been growing concern over the health and sustainability of our organ, 

which is 50 years old this year. The Vestry has been cognizant of these concerns and in October of last year 

formed an Ad Hoc Committee chaired by Charlie Ashford to begin the process of evaluating our organ and 

investigate the potential of replacing the organ if the Vestry deems it appropriate after  (Continued on p. 3)   

Christ Church Organ History 
Part Two of  Three 

(For part one, visit http://christchurchnewbern.com/news/messenger/ for the March 4th edition)  

 

Last week we discussed the first two, or possibly three, pipe organs of which we have some records at Christ 

Church. We have a bit more information on the final two instruments that have served the church.  In 1943, 

changing tastes and likely some mechanical issues resulted in the organ of 1877 being replaced by a Hillgreen, 

Lane instrument. Alfred Hilgren immigrated to American from Sweden in 1881 at age 22. He apprenticed at three 

pipe organ building companies, and at the third met Charles Lane. The two formed a friendship and decided to go 

into the pipe organ building business opening a shop in Alliance, Ohio. This company represented a middle of the 

road approach to pipe organs. Voicing of the pipes was proficient enough, but the sound was not very command-

ing. Mechanically, the instruments were reasonably built, and some are still in use today after having been rebuilt.  

My research has resulted in very little information on this particular instrument in Christ Church as to its size or 

stop list, and all that I know is that it was up in the front of the church, with pipe work in the walls of the alcove 

that now contains the King George silver communion set, Bible and Prayer Book. This instrument does have an 

interesting history, of which we do know, thanks to a memorandum made available to me by Mark West, archivist 

at Christ Church, and authored by Dr. Dale Millns. The vestry was made aware in December of 1964 that the 

Hillgreen, Lane instrument was failing. Subsequently, Robert Hillgreen, then president of the company, came to 

Christ Church to assess the instrument. Mr. Hillgreen explained that the instrument installed in 1943 had in fact 

been designated for another church located overseas and was in New York City, either in a warehouse or in the 

hold of a ship, waiting to be delivered. As this happened right before WWII broke out, the shipment was never 

made. The organ is reported to have suffered some water damage at this time, but nothing that couldnõt be re-

paired. At any rate, Christ Church purchased it, and it was sent to New Bern. One can speculate that the Hillgreen 

company didnõt want to take a loss on the instrument, so offered it to Christ Church. I have been unable yet to 

find out why this company was chosen to replace the alleged 1877 Jardine. 

The memo further states that because the instrument was designed for another church, the organ was installed in 

chambers that were too small, òcertain major parts of the organ had to be installed in inaccessible places which 

(made) proper servicing impossibleó, and òthere (was) no adequate way to remedy (the) situation with the present 

type of installation.ó 

 

Next week, we will take a look at our present pipe organ.   ñ Jean Reichenbach 



 

 

 Calendar 

                      Sunday, March 11 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
            7:30am     Eucharist I     
      8:45am     Eucharist II  
   10:00am     Sunday School for all ages 
   11:00am     Eucharist II   

            3:00pm EYC @ Neuse Blvd Cinema 
  

                                               Monday, March 12 
   10:00am St. Elizabethôs ECW (Parish House) 

   11:00am Lenten Book Study (Library) 

   11:30am      Small Wonders NA (2nd Floor Living) 

      2:30pm Growing in Grace (YAM) 
       

                                                            Tuesday, March 13 

          8:00am      Holy Eucharist  (Chapel) 

        10:00am      Womenôs Book Study (2nd Floor) 

          2:00pm      Order of St. Luke (Library) 

          2:30pm Growing in Grace (YAM)  

          5:00pm 8:45 Choir Practice (Music Room) 

          6:00pm Lenten Book Study (Brown Pelican) 

          6:30pm       Small Wonders NA (2nd floor Living Rm) 

           7:00pm Handbell Choir Practice (Music Room) 
           

                         Wednesday, March 14 

          10:00am Holy Eucharist  & Healing Rite 

          11:00am     Rectorôs Bible Study (Library) 

          12:00pm Lenten Preaching Series 

          12:30pm Lenten Lunch 

            2:30pm Growing in Grace (YAM) 

            4:30pm Music and Movement/Childrenôs Choir 

(Music Room) 

            6:00pm     EfM  (2nd floor Living Room) 

            6:15pm     AA meeting - open (Pelletier Rm) 

            7:00pm Parish Choir Practice (Music Room) 

                             

                                     Thursday, March 15 

             2:30pm Growing in Grace (YAM) 

             6:00pm Lenten Book Study (2nd Floor Living Rm) 

            6:30pm     NA Meeting (Pelletier Room)   
         

                                                                      Friday,  March 16 

            5:00pm Stations of the Cross (Chapel) 
 

  Saturday,  March 17 
 

 

 

                                                                        Sunday, March 18 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
            7:30am     Eucharist I     
      8:45am     Eucharist II  
    10:00am    Sunday School for all ages 
   11:00am     Eucharist II   

             5:00pm Episcopal Youth Community (YAM) 
    

The greenery on the altar are given to the Glory 
of God. 

 
Communications 

To submit items for the website, the Messenger, the 
Crown, the Mid-Week Messenger, and the bulletin, 

please email 
communications@christchurchnewbern.com. 
Wednesday at noon is the deadline each week.  

For our ill and recovering parishioners:  
Art  Vance, Muriel Latham, Barbara Willis, Dottie Parker,  
Gary Derck,  Janet Stevens, Jackie Barney, Linda Lore, Mike 
Pridgen, Sonja Doran, Sue Hartley, Barbara Schmalhofer, Jim, 
Mary Hasell,  Catherine Bender, Betty Jane Bonapartian, Bob 
and Joan Burnett, Audrey St. John,  Champ Mitchell, Janet 
Anderson, Margi, Bradley, Joe Freemon, Ray Stark, Bob Kohn,  
Linda Howell, David Hancock, Janice Millns, Nicholas 
Pridgen,  Betty Paramore,  Susan Rivenbark, Mary Kay 
Farnham, Warren Meadows,  Rex Willis III, John 
Reichenbach, Hal Cameron, Linda Foster, Anne Lutton, 
Charlie Mitchell,  Robert Lane, Evelyn Hunter, LaVonne 
Reamer, Pat Polk, Gloria Simpson, Dave Watrous,  Deborah 
Cook, Larry Whitney, Harry Gormley, Jane Kramer 
 

For our families and friends:   
Natalie, Natalie, Richard, Nancy, Connor, Miles, Andrew,  
Everett, Michael, Edward, Jay, Roy, Gracie, Colt, Ken, Monty, 
Charles, Brett, Deanna,  Cindy, Don, LaBinda, Barry, Rusty, 
Owen, Bobby, Anne, Brenda & Family, Liesel, Tate, Audra, 
Sally, Ruth, Kathy, Nancy, Denise, Tony, Barbara, Charlie,  
Ann, Mathias, Katherine, Alex, Linda, Ginny, Dennis, Mary 
Dunn, Jim,  Teresa, Bill, Robert, Michael, Dorothy, Julia,  Ian, 
Lee, Jessica, Michael, Dan, Steve, Andy, Matthew, Heath, 
Glen, Betty Jo, Walter, Anne, Cameron, Andy, Scott, Leo, 
Laura, Rick , Jackson, Andrea, Bo, Francis 
 

For our deployed military:    
Capt. Jason White, Cpl. Jason Church, Sgt. Bill Jarvis, LCPL 
Ross Drury, Capt. Delbert R. Patton, Sgt 1st Class Andrea D. 
Eubanks, CW02 Justin Harshner,  Army Spec. Devin Clarke, 
Capt. John Jones, Lt Col Matt Wernersbach 
 

For our parishioners in boarding school and college: 
Amanda Buffa, Ashley Buffa, Anna Louise Flanagan, Campbell 
Huddle, Jack Huddle, William Little, Alex Norwood, Carlee 
Peele, Htoo Soe, Kiaishia Squires, John Thomas, Zack 
Thuringer 
 

For Those that mourn 
Maebelle Adams, mother of Charles Adams 
 

For all refugee families especially: 
Leonardo, Viviana and Mariann 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:   
Christ Church, Elizabeth City 

mailto:communications@christchurchnewbern.com


 

 

 

Vacation Bible School ñ June 18-22, 2018 
Registration for VBS is now open to the public. Please go 
to https://tinyurl.com/ccvbs18  to register your chil-
dren. Registration opens to the public on March 1st. If 
you would like to be a VBS Minister, please go to  
 

https://tinyurl.com/vbsministers  to sign-up! 
Contact Ashley Simpson for more information 
ashleysimpson@christchurchnewbern.com or 
252.633.2109 

Ann Bustard Award 
Applications are now available the Ann Bustard Award 
for Graduating Seniors. Contact Priscilla Miller for more 
information. Deadline is March 28.  
cillamiller@christchurchnewbern.com 252.633.2109 

Parking 
Finding a spot to park in downtown can be tough. 
Itõs a good problem to have because it means we 
have a thriving downtown! Please help Christ Church 
be a good downtown neighbor during the week by 
respecting parking areas that are not ours. The Christ 
Church parking lot is off of Craven Street, behind 
City Hall. If you have trouble parking there, please 
try one of the adjoining streets before venturing to 
the First Citizens lot or other nearby areas. The First 
Citizenõs lot is available to the public after 5pm Mon-
day through Friday and all weekend.  

Honoring Beverly Fawcett 
The ECW Chapters 
have purchased a sil-
ver lavabo in memory 
of Beverly Fawcett, a 
former member of 
Christ Church who 
died suddenly in No-
vember. When you 
think of Beverly, the 
phrase, "devoted and 

loving service," comes to mind. Those of you who 
knew her will remember her deep commitment to 
ECW.  

The lavabo (bowl) is used for hand washing by the 
priest before Communion; it will be placed in the 
Chapel where Beverly worshipped most Tuesdays. 

The ECW invites members of the congregation who 
wish to participate in this memorial to send a check 
made out to Christ Episcopal Church with Beverly 
Fawcett Memorial on the memo line. 

(Organ, conõt)  

digesting the evaluation reports.     

To date, the Vestry has authorized the hiring of two independent consultants involved with the restoration and refurbishing 

of organs.  Both of the consultants have been to Christ Church to do their evaluations and the Vestry is waiting to receive 

their written reports. 

In the meantime the Committee is beginning to visit various churches in North Carolina and Virginia to listen to recent 

organ installations to develop a list of organ builders that may be considered if and when the Vestry should decide on a 

future course of action.   ññ Kip Peregoy 

Free income tax return preparation 
Free income tax return preparation is being offered 

by the IRS sponsored Volunteer Income Tax  

Assistance (VITA) program  in Craven and Pamlico 

counties.  This free tax service is being offered for 

low to moderate income and elderly taxpayers at the 

Harrison Center Mondays and Tuesdays thru April 

16 plus April 12 and 13, 9amñ3pm.  (Not open 

April 2 & 3)  Free income tax returns will be pre-

pared by IRS certified volunteers.   

For more information  

call 252-772-5245 or  

email  NewBernVITA@gmail.com 

https://tinyurl.com/ccvbs18
https://tinyurl.com/vbsministers


 

 

Stations of the Cross 
Each Friday in Lent 

5:00pm 
Chapel 

(Enter through reception door) 

Watch your email and our Facebook page for 

tomorrowôs video about the Good Book Club. Visit 

www.goodbookclub.org for more information.  

Lenten Preaching Series 
Wednesdays  Noon 

 

March 14th 

The Rt. Rev. Jose McLoughlin  
Diocese of Western North Carolina  

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 21st 
The Rev. Frederick Clarkson 

Diocese of East Carolina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us afterwards for lunch in the Harrison Center! If you canôt 
be with us in person, watch live on our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/christchurchnewbern) 

Holy Week is coming soon! 
 

Wednesday, March 28  
7:00pm Tenebrae 

 
Thursday, March 29  

5:00pm Childrenôs Maundy Thursday liturgy 

7:00pm Maundy Thursday liturgy 

8:15pm  Prayer Vigil in the Chapel until Midnight 

 

Friday, March 30 

8:00am Prayer Vigil resumes 

Noon  Good Friday liturgy & meditations on the  

  Seven Last Words of Christ 

5:00pm Childrenôs Stations of the Cross 

7:00pm Passiontide Concert 

 

Saturday, March 31 

5:00pm Easter Vigil (A liturgy designed primarily for children) 

 

Sunday, April 1 

7:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 9:00am & 11:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 


