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CHRISTMAS DAY 

December 25, 2024 — 10:00 am 
Book of Common (BCP) and Hymnal pages are listed on the right. BCP: Book of Common Prayer (black),  

S or H: Hymnal 1982 (blue), WLP: Wonder, Love, and Praise (green), L: Lift Every Voice (red) 

The 11 a.m. service is livestreamed on our YouTube channel:  

www.youtube.com/c/ChristChurchNewBern 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

HEARING AND RESPONDING TO HOLY SCRIPTURE 

Prelude                                                        Pastorale ‘Gesu Bambino’                                          Pietro A. Yon  

Processional Hymn                                    Once in royal David’s city                                                      H 102 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                                          BCP 355 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

  you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn                                                                                                                                                                               

Celebrant  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

People  And we beheld his glory. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

  you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a 

pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be 

renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and 

glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

Please sit for the reading of the scriptures. 
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The First Lesson                                                                                                                        Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

who announces salvation,  

who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 

you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God.     

Psalm 98 (Spoken responsively by whole verse)                          Cantate Domino                                                      BCP 727 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 
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The Second Lesson                                                                                                                      Hebrews 1:1-4 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the 

reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 

word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 

become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Reader     The Word of the Lord.  

People      Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn                      Good Christian friends, rejoice (tune: In dulci jubilo)                            H 107 

The Holy Gospel Standing                                    John 1:1-14 

Deacon      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People       Glory to you, Lord Christ.                                                       

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 

of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, 

full of grace and truth. 

Deacon     The Gospel of the Lord.  

People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                                                         The Rev. H. Paul Canady III 
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The Nicene Creed    All stand                                                                                                                    BCP 358 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.   

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

    he came down from heaven:  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried.  

   On the third day he rose again  

      in accordance with the Scriptures;  

    he ascended into heaven  

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

       and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

    and the life of the world to come. Amen.       

Prayers of the People Stand or kneel                     Form VI                                                                     BCP 392 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  

Silence. 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Rob, our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We especially remember military personnel, elected 

officials, mental health professionals, and all those who serve in our community. 

Silence. 

Hear us Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence. 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

The flowers behind the altar are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the people of Christ Church. 

O God of all justice and peace we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma of violence and fear which 

prevails in the Holy Land. Be with those who need you in these days of suffering; we pray for people of all faiths - 

Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land. While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence 

and the establishment of peace, we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples. Guide us into your 

heavenly kingdom where all people are treated with dignity and honor as your children for, to all of us, you are our 

Heavenly Father. ** 

Deacon We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Deacon and People 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Silence 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

** Prayer offered by the Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem, the Most. Rev. Hosam Naoum. 
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The Peace  All stand. 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you. 

 

Offertory Sentence    

Music at the Offertory                Offertory on ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’                          Gordon Phillips 

 

Receiving Communion and One-On-One Prayer 

Christ welcomes all to communion. Those Baptized in any Christian tradition are encouraged to receive communion.                        

• Receive the bread in open and outstretched hands and sip the wine, guiding the chalice to your lips. • If you do not want to 

sip the wine, it is also perfectly appropriate to receive the bread only. If you wish to intinct, or dip the wafer in the wine, 

please hold the wafer in such a way that the Eucharistic Minister can intinct it and hand it back to you. Please do not intinct 

the wafer yourself. • Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available at the lower station. • Respond to communion by 

saying “Amen.” • If you prefer a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. • Baptism is offered several times yearly; speak 

to a priest to learn more. • If you wish to pray one-on-one with a Prayer Minister, go to the Chapel after receiving 

communion or a blessing. • Prayer ministers hold all requests in absolute confidence.    

 

Hymn at the Presentation                           In the bleak midwinter                                                    H 112 v. 4 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

if I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can give him give my heart. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Eucharistic Prayer, Prayer D                                                                                                                  BCP 372                                                                                                                                      

Celebrant                The Lord be with you. 

People                    And also with you. 

Celebrant                Lift up your hearts. 

People                    We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant                Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People                     It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

The Celebrant continues 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in 

light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them 

to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.  
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Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your 

presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 

acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Sanctus                                                                                                                                                    S 129 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel.  

The Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in 

your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule 

and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power 

of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 

called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. 

Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he 

proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he 

gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.  

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his 

own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the 

sanctification of all.  

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in 

the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 

of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the 

dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to 

you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.  

Celebrant and people 

We praise you, we bless you, 

We give thanks to you, 

And we pray to you, Lord our God.  

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 

sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the 

praise of your Name.  

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its 

unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, matriarchs, prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with 

them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia. 

Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

  feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion Hymn                                           What Child is this                                                              H 115 

We will sing this as communion is ending. Please stand as you are able while we sing.    
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Sending Forth Eucharistic Visitor Standing    

Celebrant       We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup. 

People     Take these holy gifts of our Lord’s Body and Blood and go forth in the name of  

                 Christ Church. May those to whom you go experience with us the majesty and mystery  

               of His presence through the sharing of the bread and wine. 

All  We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup. 

Post Communion Prayer  Standing or kneeling                                                                                               BCP 366 

Celebrant      Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 

Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 

are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 

us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 

Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Christmas Blessing   Standing 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; 

and the blessings of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

always. Amen.  

Recessional Hymn                                     Angels we have heard on high                                                  H 96 

The Dismissal 

Deacon             Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People               Thanks be to God.  

        

Postlude                                                ‘God rest you merry, gentlemen’                                      John Rutter 

     

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-728818. All rights reserved.  
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SERVING US TODAY 

Video Coordinator: Nykeria Williams  Verger: Hal Stirling  

Altar Guild: Sims Wayt, Lee Ann Fordyce, Margaret Shields, Mary Lynn Guidage, Gretchen DuPeza 

Karen O’Connell, Barbara Rice, Margi Thompson, Carolyn Stevens, Diane Sanwick, Heather McCloud-Huff 

Lector: Barbara Rice   Lector/Eucharistic Minister: Randy Bogle 

Intercessor / Eucharistic Minister: Christie Wineholt    

Prayer Minister: Jorin Hood 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Chaplains of the Armed Forces 

CHRIST CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF 

Rector: The Rev. H. Paul Canady III  Associate Rector: The Rev. Suzanne Hood 

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Lisa Kirby   Director of Music: Jacqueline Nappi 

Director of Church Life: Jimi Paderick   Director of Growing in Grace: Debbie Fodrie    

Director of Christian Formation: Hannah Hutchens  

Financial Coordinator: Cindy Tripp   Communications Coordinator: Betsy Downard     

Volunteer Coordinator: Sarah Risty-Davis 

Nursery Staff: Heidi Powell, Allison Robinett   Custodial Services: Terry Pitner 

CHRIST CHURCH VESTRY 

Term - 2024: Tony Embrey, Phyllis Fox (Senior Warden), Rebecca Buchanan Leahy, Susan Moffat-Thomas  

Term - 2025: Randy Bogle (Junior Warden), Stephanie Bratton, Holly Lippitt, Kim Huddle (Clerk) 

Term - 2026: Laura Overman, Elmer Praul, Wayne Rowe, Graham Underhill 

Term - 2027 (starts January 1): Vins Bowers, Liz Coble, Susan Husson, Ernie Williams 
 

CONTACT US 

Christ Church  

PO Box 1246 New Bern, North Carolina 28563   •   320 Pollock Street, New Bern, North Carolina 28560  

www.christchurchnewbern.com   (252) 633-2109 
 

MISSION 

The mission of Christ Episcopal Church is to welcome and inspire all people to faith, hope and spiritual growth 

through worship, Christian fellowship, and service to one another and to the community beyond. 
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Thank you for your ongoing support of Christ Church. You can click the QR code below to make a contribution or visit                     

https://www.christchurchnewbern.com/give.  You can also mail a check to PO Box 1246, New Bern, NC 28563.   

The roping along the churchyard fence is given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Dale T. & Jane K. Millns, Tucker 

Millns, Peg Millns Ferguson, David Millns, Megan Ferguson, Kathryne Smith, and Janice Millns and in thanksgiving for Christ 

Church and their families by the Millns family, Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Pelletier, Dr. & Mrs. T. Reed Underhill, and Mr. & Mrs. 

David Ward.  

The Christmas trees are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of their parents, Thomas Brooks and Robertha Coleman,   

Arlys Button and Olaf Haroldson, by John & Katherine Haroldson. 

The Christmas tree skirt is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Teri Dawson Campbell                                                

by the Huddle Family. 

The Advent wreath is given to the glory of God by the Christ Church Altar Guild. 

We give thanks for all those in whose names the poinsettias are given. 

https://www.christchurchnewbern.com/give

