We shall overcome

227

Began life as a slave song.
In 1792 a version was published to the tune SICILIAN MARINERS, which could explain the
similarity between the first 8 measures of SICILIAN MARINERS and “We shall overcome.” One
theory says it was a popular song on ships (“The Sicilian Mariner’s Hymn to the Virgin” or “O
sanctissima”). Slaves working on ships may have heard the melody and adapted the tune for
their spiritual.
It emerged as a protest song of both segregated and integrated labor unions. It was heard sung at a
protest in Charleston, SC in 1946 by members of the Food and Tobacco Workers Association.
Two members of that union took it to the Highlander Folk School, where it was heard by Guy
Carawan, a white songwriter, who introduced it to the civil rights movement. Extra lines were
added, in the spiritual tradition, to express what needed to be said on each particular occasion.

MARTIN
In some hymnals the tune is named MARTIN in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.

One Bread, One Body

John Foley, SJ: born in 1939. Studied theology and music. In 1962 he
joined the Jesuits. He was ordained a Roman Catholic priest in
1972. From 1972-1986 he published music. Currently teaches
liturgical theology and is director of the Center for Liturgy at
Saint Louis University
Based on 1 Corinthians 10:16-17
Stanza 1: Galatians 3:28
Stanza 3: from Didache (Early Christian treatise, possibly from AD
40-60, “The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”)

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY
Written with this text.

151

Just a Closer Walk with Thee

72

Unknown writers of text and tune. “North American tradition” text and tune.
It may date from before the Civil War.
In 1940 Kenneth Morris, African American gospel song composer and publisher, stepped off a train
for a breath of fresh air and heard a porter singing this song. He paid no attention until he was at
the next stop, when he took another train back to the porter and wrote the song down. He
published it that same year.
Became widely known in the 1930s and 1940s, in African American conventions and in all night
“gospel-sings.” Recorded first by the Selah Jubilee Singers in 1941. Also recorded by Mahalia
Jackson, and the Preservation Hall Jazz Band in New Orleans. Used at funerals, especially in
New Orleans.

CLOSER WALK

His eye is on the sparrow

Civilla Durfee Martin, 1869-1948, Canadian-American. Her first
husband was a Congregational minister, and there is no
information readily available about the end of that marriage. Her
second husband was a Baptist minister, and he wrote music for
her many texts. She is said to have written several hundred
hymns and religious songs.
The theme of the song is inspired by the psalms and the Gospel of
Matthew. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go; I will guide you with my eye. (Psalm 32:8). "Look at
the birds in the sky. They don’t sow seed or harvest grain or
gather crops into barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Aren’t you worth much more than they are?" (Matthew 6:26) and
"Aren’t two sparrows sold for a small coin? But not one of them
will fall to the ground without your Father knowing about it
already. Even the hairs of your head are all counted. Don’t be
afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows." (Matthew 10:29–31).

SPARROW

191

Charles Hutchinson Gabriel, 1856-1932, American. Born in Iowa and raised on a farm. He had no
musical training, but he was quite musical. One day, when walking through his town of Wilton,
the local Presbyterian pastor saw him. He asked if Gabriel knew a good song for his sermon that
week. Gabriel got the scripture lessons and the theme the pastor wanted and delivered the
pastor a hymn by the end of the week. He was music director for Grace Methodist Episcopal
Church in San Francisco, then moved to Chicago and in 1912 worked with Homer Rodeheaver’s
publishing company. His pseudonyms included Charlotte G. Homer, H. A. Henry, and S. B.
Jackson. He is said to have written between 7000 and 8000 songs.

Thanks for joining us for an online version of Song Lovers. Next week: more songs from Lift Every Voice and Sing II.
Hymns 227, 72, and 191 are in the public domain.
Hymn 151, “One Bread, One Body,” is reprinted with copyright licence A-728818, OneLicense.net.
Peace, and be well.

