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In the garden
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C. Austin Miles, 1868-1946, American. He began his career as a pharmacist
but quit that in 1892. He wrote quite a few gospel songs and was
editor and manager of the Hall-Mack publishing company for 37
years.
This was written in 1912 and is Miles’ most famous hymn. It has appeared in
210 hymnals and has been recorded many times.
It was inspired by John 20:11-18, and is written from the perspective of Mary
Magdalen meeting the resurrected Jesus.
One resource suggests having a female soloist sing the verses and the congregation join at the refrain.

“In the garden” is in the public domain. No copyright stuff needed here.

Give me a clean heart
Margaret J. Pleasant Douroux PhD, b. 1941 in Los Angeles. Her father was a
gospel singer who toured with Mahalia Jackson. She was a teacher,
a school counselor, and an educational psychologist. She was
minister of music for Greater New Bethel Baptist Church in
Inglewood for thirty years. And she has written more than 100
gospel songs.
Seems to be based on Psalm 51.
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“Give me a clean heart,” words and music by Margaret J. Douroux, copyright
through OneLicense.net #A-728818

+++

1970 Margaret J. Douroux. All rights reserved. Reprinted

Shall we gather at the river
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Robert Lowry, 1826-1899. He served churches in PA, NYC, and Brooklyn. In
1869 he became professor at University of Lewisburg (PA), now Bucknell,
and pastor of First Baptist Church. He wrote 1042 hymn texts and tunes.
Written in 1864, while Abraham Lincoln was elected to a second term and
the Civil War was still being fought. Lowry was hot and exhausted, in his
Brooklyn parlor. There was an isolated epidemic in New Bern NC; it was
a hot summer; there was a rumored plot to spread yellow fever in the
northern cities; and of course the Civil War. Lowry wondered why (in his
words) “hymn writers had said so much about the ‘river of death’ and so
little about the ‘pure water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.’ As I mused, the words began to construct themselves…The
music came with the hymn.”

HANSON PLACE
Named for the church Lowry was serving when he wrote it. Lowry calls it “brass band music” with a
march movement which made it popular, though he wasn’t thrilled by it.

“Shall we gather at the river” is in the public domain.
Thanks for joining us for an online version of Song Lovers. Peace, and be well.

