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Jesus, Savior, pilot me
Edward Hopper, 1816-1888, American.
Studied at Union Theological Seminary
in New York. Pastor of the Church of
Sea and Land in New York. He was
pastor to sailors as they came into
harbor and as they prepared to leave
harbor. He wrote this hymn
anonymously, and it became a favorite
of sea-faring folk.

[Jesus, Savior, pilot me]
John E. Gould, 1822-1875, born in Bangor,
Maine. He was a composer, publisher, and music store manager.
He is best known for this tune.

September 21, 2020
80

+++
My Jesus, I love thee
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William R. Featherstone, 1846-1873, Canadian. All we know is he lived in Montreal his whole
life, and he was a member of Wesleyan Methodist Church.
It is thought he wrote this hymn between the ages of 12 and 16.

GORDON
Adoniram Judson “A.J.” Gordon, 1836-1895, American. Baptist
preacher, writer, composer, and founder of Gordon College
and Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He was a close
friend of Dwight Moody.
Gordon came across this text while he was compiling a new
Baptist hymnal in 1870. He did not like the tune, so he wrote
his own.

+++
The Lord is my shepherd
James Montgomery, 1771-1854, English. Maybe you remember
him from our time with The Hymnal 1982? This Scotsman, a
poet, writer, and editor, lived in Sheffield and published a
paper, the Sheffield Iris, for which he was thrown in prison a
couple times. He is the author of “Angels, from the realms of
glory,” “Go to dark Gethsemane,” “O bless the Lord, my soul,”
and many others.
This is a setting of Psalm 23.
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[The Lord is my shepherd]
Thomas Koschat, 1845-1914, Austrian composer and singer. He
sang in the Vienna State Opera, in the choir at St. Stephen’s
Cathedral, and at the Hofmusikkapelle as soloist and choir
member. He toured Europe and America with his men’s quartet
and quintet, and he wrote music for choir, drawing on
Carinthian themes and locales.

+++
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart
George Croly, 1780-1860, Irish poet, novelist, historian, and
Anglican priest. Rector of St. Stephen Walbrook in London. His
preaching style was described as having “a sort of rude and
indeed angry eloquence that would have stood him in better
stead at the bar than in the pulpit.”
A prayer for the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

MORECAMBE
Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841-1897, English. As a boy he was a
chorister and assistant organist at Norwich cathedral.
Graduated with a degree in music from Cambridge, then served
as organist/choirmaster at St. Luke’s Church, Manningham,
Bradford, Norwich Cathedral, and St. Mary’s Parish Church in
Lewisham. He wrote hymn tunes, anthems, complete Anglican
services, songs, and piano pieces.
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+++

Close to Thee
Fanny Crosby, 1820-1915, American gospel hymn writer. We’ve
seen her a few times in LEVAS.
The composer, Silas Vail, brought Crosby this tune. She says:
“Toward the close of a day in 1874 I was sitting in my room
thinking of the nearness of God through Christ as the constant
companion of my pilgrim journey, when my heart burst out
with the words.” Vail published it in his Songs of Grace and
Glory the next year.

CLOSE TO THEE
Silas Vail, 1818-1884, American. He was “a hatter by trade, but a
musician and composer by passion.”
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All of today’s hymns are in the public domain.
Nevertheless, in case you’re interested, we use copyright licensing through our subscription to OneLicense.net #A-728818.
Research from Glover, Raymond F.: The Hymnal 1982 Companion, New York, The Church Hymnal Corporation, 1990; Westermeyer, Paul:
Hymnal Companion to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Minneapolis, Augsburg Fortress, 2010; and Young, Carlton R.: Companion to the
United Methodist Hymnal, Nashville, Abingdon Press, 1993. And web site research galore.

