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Just When I Need Him
William C. Poole, 1875-1949, American. Became a Methodist minister and
superintendent of the Anti-Saloon League of Delaware. He wrote
hymns as a diversion from his ministerial duties.

[Just when I need him]
Charles H. Gabriel, 1856-1932, American. We’ve seen
him before. His family lived on a farm in Iowa, and
young Charles used to play the family’s reed organ
whenever neighbors and family gathered to sing.
He became editor for the Rodeheaver, the Hope,
and the E.O. Excell publishing companies.
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More Love to Thee, O Christ
Elizabeth P. Prentiss, 1818-1878, born in Portland, Maine, into a
Congregationalist pastor’s family. After her father’s death in 1827
the family moved to New York City, and in 1831 Elizabeth joined
Bleecker Street Presbyterian Church. She married George
Prentiss in 1845, and he became pastor of Mercer Street
Presbyterian Church in New York City. She became a well-known
author and hymn writer.
This text was composed as a prayer sometime around 1856 as a
prayer during a “time of physical and mental distress.” Prentiss
kept it to herself for many years.

[More love to thee]
William H. Doane, 1832-1915, American. We’ve studied Mr. Doane
before. He was an inventor, manufacturer, philanthropist, choir
director, composer, and collector of musical manuscripts.
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No, Not One!
Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1856-1922, American. We’ve seen Mr.
Oatman, too! He was the gentleman who worked in his father’s
mercantile business, and later became quite successful in the
life insurance business.

[There’s not a friend]
George C. Hugg, 1848-1907, American. At
age 12 he was the choirmaster for the
Presbyterian Church in Berlin, NJ. At
age 14 he wrote his first song, “Walk in
the Light.” He was choirmaster for three
Presbyterian churches in Philadelphia,
and he wrote more than 2000 works.
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O Holy Savior!
Charlotte Elliot, 1789-1871, English. Poet, hymn writer, and editor.
She was always unsure of her relationship with Christ, and many of
her 150 hymn texts reflect that. She is probably best known for her
hymn “Just as I am, without one plea.”

[O holy Savior]
Ulysses Elam. No information is available for this composer.
The tune is in a minor key.
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886, born in Ireland. Father was a captain in the
Royal Marines. Poor health prevented a military career. He studied
at Trinity College. The day before his wedding his fiancée drowned!
Moved to Canada. His second fiancée became sick and also died
suddenly before their wedding. He was a member of the Plymouth
Brethren and tried to do what Jesus said in the Sermon on the
Mount. He gave away his property, and he did menial work for the
handicapped and the poor. He was called “the man who sawed wood
for widows and sick people who are unable to pay.” He was
depressed that his own poor health and lack of money might make him a burden on society.
His drowning in Rice Lake is unclear whether it was an accident or a suicide.
Written in Canada in 1885, apparently to comfort his sick mother in Dublin, although it might
also be related to the death of his second fiancée.
A hymn of comfort for many.

CONVERSE
Charles Converse, 1832-1918. Born in Massachusetts. He went to
Leipzig to study law, philosophy, music theory and
composition. He knew Franz Liszt and Louis Spohr. Became a
lawyer in Erie, Pennsylvania, also headed the Burdetta Organ
Company. His pen name was Karl Reden, a German form of
his name (“reden” = “to speak” or “converse”)
Other names for this tune include: ERIE, FRIENDSHIP, WHAT
A FRIEND.
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