September 14, 2020
He Lives
Alfred H. Ackley, 1887-1960, American minister and composer. He
studied music in New York and London and became quite an
accomplished ‘cellist. Served in the Presbyterian church from
1914. He wrote 1500 hymns, of which this is his most famous.
Ackley was asked, by a young Jewish student, “why should I
worship a dead Jew?” His own response prompted him to write
this hymn.

42

+++

Let Jesus fix it for you

Charles A. Tindley, 1851-1933. We’ve seen him before. Son of a
slave, he was self-educated and became a Methodist
minister. His church became Tindley Temple.
Tindley wrote both the text and the tune.

+++

86

I am praying for you

S. O’Malley Cluff. 1837-1910, Irish. In 1884 he became the leader
of the Plymouth Brethren. He wrote about 1000 songs and
composed many melodies.

[I have a savior, he’s pleading in glory]
Ira Sankey, 1840-1908, known as the
“Sweet singer of Methodism.” He was
recruited by Dwight Moody and joined
in his religious revival campaigns in the
United States and Great Britain. Moody
preached and Sankey sang hymns, old
and new. After Moody’s death Sankey
tried to continue, but he was prevented by ill health and failing
eyesight. He was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 1980.
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Trust and obey

John H. Sammis, 1846-1919. Moved to Indiana, where he
became a successful businessman. His work with the YMCA
prompted him to enter the ministry. He was ordained a
Presbyterian minister in 1880. He later served on the
faculty of Los Angeles Bible Institute.

TRUST AND OBEY
Daniel B. Towner, 1850-1919. His first teacher was his father.
He served Methodist congregations and joined with Dwight
Moody, becoming head of the music department of the
Moody Bible Institute in 1893. He composed more than two
thousand songs. The University of Tennessee awarded him
the Mus.D. degree in 1900 for his contributions to
evangelistic music.
Towner was at a Moody meeting in Massachusetts, and a young
man “rose in a testimony meeting and said, ‘I am not quite
sure—but I am going to trust, and I am going to obey.’”
Towner wrote that sentence down and sent it to Sammis,
who wrote the hymn, and the tune was born. The chorus was
written before the hymn.
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How like a gentle spirit

113

C. Eric Lincoln, 1924-2000, African-American scholar. He was
abandoned by his father, then his mother, and raised by his
grandmother. At age 13 he picked cotton to support his
family and buy books for his studies. He graduated
valedictorian of his high school, then studied and worked in
Chicago, served in the U.S. Navy 1943-1945, received a
whole mess of degrees, was ordained a Methodist minister,
and finally earned his PhD in Social Ethics from Boston
University. He was Professor of Religion and Culture at
Duke University from 1976-1993.
Text was submitted at the request of the United Methodist
hymnal committee. It was an invitation to thirteen poets for
“alternatives to the traditional repertory of metaphors and
images of God.”
“Fretful” in v. 5 was originally “noxious,” reflecting the author’s “lack of patience with
both sex and race as qualifications of the religious enterprise, or of religious
commitment.”

ELLERS
Edward John Hopkins, 1818-1901, English. London all his life.
Came from a large family of musicians. At the age of eight he
was a chorister in the Chapel Royal. At sixteen he became
organist at the Mitcham Church. At 1843 he went to Temple
Church, which had been restored to “Gothic splendor” just
before his arrival. He stayed there for the next fifty-five years
and made the Temple services a model for choral worship
throughout the country and beyond.
Original tune was SURSUM CORDA.
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